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Mr. and Mrs. Betancourt's Summer Suggestions..

Dear Parents:

A speciacu[ar and memorable Pre—/@ndergarfen, year has come to an end, but
the learning journey still continues. Provided is a list of ideas and activities to
promote and stimulate learning and grouth for your child throughout the summer
months.

Mr. and Mrs. Betancowrt

Journals and Writing

Children are beginning to understand the power of the written word and that
words have meaning. Encourage children to spend time this summer writing in
J'oum,aés, on blank paper, easels, etc. Here are some #fun ways to promote and
increase fine motor skills and develop the muscles necessary to write: practice
wréiéng while laydng down on your stomach, practice u/m'fén,g on paper taped to the
wall, and practice wréﬁdng on paper zfa/oed under a table (children Zay on their
back under the table and write on the paper). All of these allow for various muscles
in the hands to cievelo,o. Remember to allow children to use a vam’efy of wréiing
utensils and mediums. Always ask children to read back to you what f/wy write

and iO u/m'?fe LU/LCZf@V@/‘ SOZL/’LdS f/l/ey //'Led/“.

Reading
There is nothing better to do for a young child than read to them each and every

night/

Encourage and engage children in various zfypes of readén,g experiences:

Read Alouds: Read to your child daily. In order to develop comprehension and
critical zf/u'nééng skills be sure to ask czueszféons before the sfory, duréng the sfory,
and after the sfory. Children benefit greai[f/ from faéing a pécfure walk when
introduced to a new book. Have the children look at the /oécfures and make
/oreddczféons about the siory and characters preor to readdng.

Imdependemf reaciéng.' Have your child read to \z/ou/ These can be books that are
begénm;ng reader, easy reader, and /LLg/L frequency word books. These igpes of books
will /Lello develo,o fluency. Allow children to read and re—read books that zf/wy have
memorized or those that are re/oezféidve. These books will allow the children to

further deve[o/o their ség/wf word vocabu,lary.

Some skills to work on whenever possible:
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® Book Awareness

Looaidmg front and back covers, title page

Locating the title and the author

Pointing out where to begin reading and where to stop
Knowing what an author does

Knowing what an illustrator does

Trac,édng /om'mf, word to s/oeec/z correspondence

° Siorg Elements

[c{emfdﬂ/éng characters, sefzfén,g, (time and /olace), loroblems and
solutions

Telldng the main idea of the sfory Cwhat is this sfory about")
Identifying events in a story

lelling the beginning and ending of a story

Sequencing of story events

B@ an auf/w/“ an,d L[lu,sf/“afor CZ/’LCZ C/‘leé@ your own sfory

° Sfory /Qefelléng

[mclud&ng all the siory elements (character, sefféng, events, /Jegému'ng
and ending)

Create alternate endéngs for stories

L4 fdenfdfyéng letters, sounds, and sig/uf words

/\/améng upper and lower case letters
Telldng sounds for consonants
Telléng long and short vowel sounds
P/wnefécally s/oelléng words
Identifying syllables in words

Word Vocabulary

/Qeaddng color and number words

/Qeaddng /LLg/L frequency words from learned this year
Reading developmentally appropriate stories

USe Sbg/l,’lf LUO/‘dS fO creafe serufen,ces zfrym,g Z{O use LL/O/OQF and lOUJ@/‘ case

letters and /oumczfuazféon, appropréafely

Basic Mathematics

fden,fiﬁ/éng numerals to at least 20
Coumfin,g with one —to—one corres/oondence to at least 20

Practice counfing by 5's and /0's
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O [clemfé@éng basic shapes (circle, square, zfm'angle, recfan,gle, s/ohere,
diamond)

O Create AB, ABC, AABB, and ABB /oazfzferns
o Sort and édenf&fy money

Suggested Summer Activities

— Sef a fém,e/“ an,d see /LOLU ZO/’Lg Lf fa,ées £O C[@CZ/’L yOU,/“ room, /ou,zf au/ag your ZéOyS,

@Z{C.

— Create lists of words that have the same begén,/u'n,g or en,dén,g sound.

— Post a /oosfer titled "Words I know," add words that you already krnow and then

ac{d more as Zf/l,e summer gOQS on. Cuf an,d /OCZ,SZ{@ em/éron,men,fa[ /OI“L/Lf (,UO/“C{ on f/l,e

list (ex: the name of a favorite cereal)
— Create a calendar of illustrations — make a picture for each month — write a

sentence about what you like to do in that month.

— Provide your child with /ooszf—éfs and let them label théngs around the house.
—Collect shells at the shore and sort them.

— Whrite words to describe you wusing the letters in your name

~White a poem on a paper /olazfe about really yummy food or food that is yucég

—Find a picture in a magazine and write a story about it

—Read a sfory with mom/dad, become the illustrator and make your own pictures
to go with it

~Divide a paper /olazfe in I/%s and draw a pizza that is /1Y pepperont, /1% cheese,
/1% mushroom, and /% green pepper

—Make a sélly sentence using words that begLrL with the first letter in your name
—Help prepare a dessert or snack. Draw or write the sequence of steps taken to
make this item.

— Select a picture book and rewrite the ending

~Create a "Me Bag". Collect five items that tell about you. Put them in a bag and
/)rdng it to school the first week to share with your new class.

—Find a paffern around your house and take a /oécfure or illustrate it. Can you
name the pattern using letters?

—Practice u/m'fdng and saying your: full name, address, éelephome number, and
parent's names

—Read to your child regularly. This /w[/os deve[o,o his/her [ésiemm,g and expressive
vocabulary. Question him/her about the passages

—/—/elp your child pracféce ldsfe/u'ng for initial consonant sounds. /Dlay "what is in
the zoo7" Ask your child "What (s in the zoo that begins with the letter 'C'?" Then
have your child answer with as many 'C'" words as helshe can. Vary the activity by
using other places such as the grocery store, home, etc.

—Have your child puf letter cards in the correct order to s/oell words.

0:02070:0:070:0:0:020:0:070:0:0:070:0:0:070:0:0:070:0:0:07020:0:07020:0:07020:0:0
0202070020500 050702000700 020700 020705020500 050 02070500 050500205010 0.

otototetetotololotetolototolototelotototolotetolote 0 0 0



oteteiotete 0l0t0lot0 0o 0 00 0 00 0 0 0 0 050 0 0 0 0 0

—Keep a journal. Use a spiral notebook that your child can write in every day.
Encourage your child to stretch spell unfamiliar words.

~Make a summer word list. Post a new word for each week. Let your child choose
the word to go along with a summer event.

—E\/e/y so often, review the upper and lower case letters at a very quécé, "“Flash" rate.
— Think of words that rhyme. Check rhymmg books out of the [L'b/“a/y.

—Have your child /oraczfdce u/m'zfén,g his |her first and last name every once (n a
while — especdally n Augusf. Remind them to wse upper case letters only for the
first letter of their name.

—To keep your child in the habit of listening carefully, give him/her a series of
oral directions. Check to see if they were followed correctly.

—Use the calendar when planru’ng your vacation. Show your child the month, count
the days, countdown to an event marked on the calendar, etc.

—Count zf/u'ngs. Group them into sets of 5, and then count the groups of 5. Group
them into sets of /0, and then count them by /Os.

—Do addition and subtraction using o/yjecfs. Children need to see what addition
and subtraction is —/oufzfén,g groups fogef/wr and counfing the total. Make up
problems or stories. For example, using M&Ms: I have 2 red M&Ms and you give me
5 brown M&Ms. How many will I have? Make up similar subtraction: I had &
cookies and I ate . How many do I have Left?

—Ask your child to édemﬂfy f/u'ngs that are alike and different. For example, at the
dinner table, ask which utensils are alike and different and tell w/zy.

~Make collections — sort and orgaméze rocks, leaves, shells, etc. Find a book that
glves you information about your collection or write your own.

~Ask for assistance in the kitchen. Children love to stir, knead, and roll out cookie
doug/z — not to mention ustng the cookie cutters. Tasks such as these /Lelp to

Lm/orove your child's fine motor skills.

God bless and have a wonderful summer///
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